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Tur (Hilchos Chanukah, ch. 670), citing Maharam of Rothenburg,

states: “The customary indulging in feasts on Chanukah is net
obligatory, for they [Chazal] established these days as a time of Y51
and 7T (praise and thanksgiving) and not awn and nnny
(feasting and joy)."*

In commenting on the above, Bach differentiates betwéen *

Chanukah and Purim, when there is a specific obligation of rpwn
and nmtw. The miracle of Purim centered around the decree to
annihilate the entire Jewish nation. Hashem brought about the
issuance of this decree as punishment for the Jews having indulged in
the feast of King Achashverosh. In celebration of the miracle which
granted them new life, the Jewish people celebrate each year with a
seudas mitzoah. The miracle of Chanukah, however, centered
around the decrees of King Antiochus against Jewish observance.
The Greeks wanted the Jewish people to forsake their Torah way of
life in favor of their own culture, which glorified the physical and
extolled indulgence in temporal pleasures. The Gree.: were quite

content to allow the Jews to remain alive — ag long as they
abandoned those mitzvos whichr ate at the core of Jewish belief. This
decree, writes Bach (base;d on a Baraisa) was, in fact, a Divine
retribution for the Jews having become lax in their mitzvah
observance. The mesiras nefesh, self-sacrifice, of the Chashmonaim

to preserve Torah life and restore the service to the Beis HaMikdash -

brought about the great miracle of theirwictory over the Greeks and
the discovery of the flask of oil which miraculously burned for eight
days. Thus, Cl\anukah is a celebration of the spirit, a yom tov which

*commemorates a victory of the spirit led by warriors of the spirit, the
Chashmonaim. Y

*Bach concludes, “Thus was the festival established only to '.offer

K T

hallel and hoda’ah, a service of the heart.”
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The story of Chanukah revolves around two separate mir-
acles. On the battlefield, a handful of brave Jewish warriors, led
by Mattisyahu, defeated a_huge, well-equipped Greek army.
In the Beis HaMikdosh, a small crucible of oil thi was only

3 enough to burn fof one evening, lasted in fact for eight until
fresh, uncontaminated oil could be processed.

In tractate Shabbos (21b), our Sages base the perennial sig.
nificance of Chanukah on the miracle of oil and ignore com-
pletely the wondrous events that occurred during the military
engagement. However, in the Amidah and in birkas hamazon,
we thank Hashem exclusively for the victory of “the few
dyer the many” and neglect entirely the marvel:that took
place with the oil in the Temple. How do we explain this
difference of emphasis? (see Emek Berochah).

Perhaps the answer lies in a question which our Sages pose,
mown *xp, which Rashi explains as meaning“Which miracle did
our Sages intend to commemorate when they instituted the
festival of Chanukah?” This question is pregnant with mean-
ing. Our Rabbis knew that there were two distinct miracles to
celebrate but not necessarily to commemorate in the future.

N
The military victory was witnessed by everyone and benefit-
ed the entire klul Yisroel. At the time, th was clearly recognised
as the hand of God, but what would be in years to come?
Since it involved human agency, there was always a danger
that it would eventually be viewed as a victory brought about
by the courage and strategy of the Jewish soldiers rather than
by Divine interventiofl. To perpetuate such a mistaken view
would be a chillul Hashem. On the other hand, the miracle of
the oil was only seen by the kohanim in the Beis HaMikdosh
and few Jews appreciated its value, but at least it would always
be recognised as Divinely engineered and therefore cquld be

" memorialised without any risk: This was the dilemma faced
by the Rabbis and expressed in the question nann .
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In order to solve their problem our Sages decided to wait
‘s mwy — they delayed their ruling for a year in order
to_také soundings twelvd months after the victory, at which
point they discovered what they had feared. By then, people
were already beginning to overlook the Divine involvement
and they recalled mainly the bravery'and tactical strategy of
Mattisyahu’s family. Once this secular attitude became appar-
ent — after only one year — the die was cast and our Rabbis
Simmediately decided to perpetuate the marvel of the oil as
 the basis of Chanukah celebrations and thereby protect the
‘hongur of Hashem.

“When, however, we say the Amidah and include a thanks-
giving prayer on Chanukah, our Rabbis adopted a different at-
“titude. The whole tenor of the Amidah is to approach Hashem
in a spirit of humble supplication. We acknowledge our need

ato be given Divine help in every field of human act1v1ty and
this tone is set by the opening request nnan >now ’n; “Please,
Almighty, open my lips because without Your assistance, 1
cannot even articulate my requirements.” In the Seforno (see
Seforno on*Bamidbar 22:28) we find that our power of speech
is equated with that of Bilaam’s ass. In other words, our capac-

.
57

ity to speak at any time is no less a miracle than that one oc-
casion when an animal operted its mouth and enunciated its
the sameﬂHeavenly source in order to communicate. This en-
treaty is a prelude to the rest of the Amidah in which we plead
for wisdom, livelihood, good health, and more, which only
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ashem can provide.
\ Qur Rabbis, therefore, felt that once a Jew stands before

God and addresses Him in this suppliant mood, he can, on

X Chanukah, also mention the victory on the battlefield. In
such a frame of mind there is no danger of attributing that
success to human prowess — if we cannot even speak without
Hashem’s miraculous intervention, we certainly cannot win a
battle against all natural odds without His support!

And-the same logic applies to the text of our thanksgiv-
ing prayer. In birkas hamazon, the entire bentsching expresses
our dependency on Hashem for daily sustenance, which only
He can, and does, provide in good measure for all creatures.
In this same mood of human inadequacy, we thank Him for
helping “the few” to overcome “the many” on Chanukah.
That military victory was a glorious miracle and must also be
commemorated, but only when we are in the right humble
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During the time of the originat Chanukah, wondrous miracles
were performed for Klal Yisroel. The miraculous military victories of
the Chashmonaim (Hasmoneans) and the miracle of the oil flask were
the cause of great rejoicing; the Jews offered heartfelt thanksgiving in M
ihosg days, but the power of the Chanukah lesson would have dissi- - o9y M - 05 leWw D = o
pated with each passing year. Chazal henceforth decreed Chanukah to
be a time of joy and thanksgiving, to be celebrated every year. Chazal
took the wondrous miracles of Chanukah and instilled them deeply
within each Jew for all generations. By instituting the special liturgy
for Chanukah in the Amidah (the silent standing prayer) and in Birkas
Hamazon (Grace after meals), Chazal ensured that the essence of those Q-
miracles would never be lost. They set the radiance of the miracles of
! Chanukah into the Jewish year so that two thousand years later; the

Jewish nation could continue to draw inspiration from those distant AmRiw
events. Chazal essentially took the shanim tovos, the good yedrs, hd
preserved their blessings for all time. g
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Yion to the Amidah and Birkas Hamazon on Chanukah contain the
words, “T¥7 a8 07N 02, in those days, at this time”” The simple
meaning of these words is that the miracles occurred at the same time qRTN Mynwn
of the calendar year that Chanukah falls, but the deeper meaning is
that, until this day and in these very times, those same miracles are

SY1,vwh YT Yy - OTRD T AT YW - 7 R0 “Nran” nnon
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re-enacte ery Jew ho performs the mitzvos of Chanukah ac-

cording to how Chazal decreed. Indeed there are certain nusachirm a1’ 9T ANVAPWR Mynwn DK OTXA P20 1P’ nnon 177
hat use the words “U’bizman hazeh,” a small grammatical alteration ’

that brings out this deeper idea, rendering the meaning ‘as, “and at 4 2921 MM - TNYN DX W
this time.” In this way, the miracle of Chanukah is relived every year,

and the origihal blessing is preserved for all Jews ’altgl‘l_li_r_nes.w"[hgs, s

these words reflect the power of our Sages to preserve and harness . > >3
the inspiration of Chanukah for the future. '
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'S¢ The combination of these four elements, Yom Tov, Hallel, Hodaah,

-and the mitzvah of candle lighting, encapsulatéd the influence of Cha- DTN NIV
nukah, ensuring that the profound spiritual influence of these events © L DINK 0PI NIW IPRY PI03,0°P3I0 295 Y113 PIR 191NA TYIn

be preserved year after year, allowing us to personally benefit from
the power of the original miracles, until the arrival of our#ighteous

Redeemer, may he arrive speedilv in onr dave TN MDWI OIN PXY 0 - DRIDWAN YT ‘0mnan’ K91 $
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e success of Chazal’s incorporation of Chanukah into the yearly

acycle of festivals is evidenced by the love and dedication the Jewish
people have’shown te the observance of Chanukah for over two thou-
sand years. Indeed the Rambam (Hilchos Chanykah 4:12) writes; “The
mitzvah of'the Chanukah light is most precious and a person must be
cargful to observe it and give thanks for the mira’clge. ” Jews are, to this
day, exacting as to the most appropriate and beautiful waysto.perform

the mitzvah of lighting the candles. It is a time of great celebration,

and, along with Purim, is one of the most precious legacies that Chazal
have bequeathed to us. The greatest of the gifts that Chanukah has
brought us is its reminder to us, every year anew, that thé world is
* under the total hashgachah of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, that the bounds
of nature are not eternal and unchangeable, and that there is never

any place for despair, whatever our circumstances. Chanukah shows

us that in the blink of an eye, the Ribbono Shel Olam can*brmg the
mogf rmraculous salvation upon us.

Chazal possessed the knowledge to harness the incredible energy
of miracles for the good of the Jewish people throughout the ages.
They took the wohdrous events of Chanukah and Purim and gave us
access to their wealth of blessing for all,,timef'l'{ is is similar to the
power that HaKadosh Baruch Hu instilled in the Torah, which, when
studied, gives us direct access to the Bas Kol, the Divine voice, which
.emanates from Har Sinai for all time.* This imbues us with the Yiras
Shamayim that preserves our Torah knowledge.

Tl]ﬁi()hazal preserved the essence of these wonders for every
generation is only one part of the process. We ourselves have to know

how to utilize the blessings our Sagg-_s have preserved. Although Yosef
advised that the abundant grain should be stored away, the success of
this undertaking wholly depended on the grain remaining fresh and
edible. Despite our best efforts, without HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s help,
no undertaking can possibly succeed. '
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